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Braille as a literacy medium is used together with print 
and auditory input if the child has any residual vision. This 
enables the student to read print for survival skills, and to sign 
documents. An individual who is totally blind will use Braille 
and listening skills for input. Braille is addressed in the indi-
vidualized education program (IEP) so that the child with a 
visual impairment will have ongoing consideration of Braille 
as a reading medium.

In January 2016, the Unified English Braille code (Braille 
Authority of North America, 2016) replaced the then cur-
rent English Braille, American Edition as the literacy code 
of choice for individuals who are blind or have significant 
vision loss. Like its predecessor, Unified English Braille con-
sists of patterns of six possible dots arranged in two columns 
of three (see Figure 13.5). The combination of dots indicates 
a certain letter of the alphabet. Each language has a Braille 
code that matches the letters in the alphabet of that language. 
The Unified English Braille code has two “grades.” In Grade 
1 Braille, each letter of a word is spelled out using the Braille 
letter corresponding to the print letter. Grade 2 Braille is 
made up of contractions representing parts of words or whole 
words, similar to print shorthand. The primers begin with 
words uncontracted so that the child learns the spelling of the 
word with Grade 1 and the whole word in a sentence with 
Grade 2. Many elevators and signs use Grade 2, because that 
is the standard for Braille readers. Examples of Grade 1 and 
Grade 2 Braille are presented in Figure 13.6.

Unfortunately, over the years, there has been a steady 
decline in Braille literacy rates among school-age children. 
Forty years ago, more than 50 percent of children read Braille; 
today, however, only 12 percent read Braille. Yet, research sug-
gests that Braille helps students learn language and grammar 
as well as math and science (National Braille Press, 2016).

Educational Assessment  
and Program Planning
Appropriate assessment strategies are a prerequisite to effective teaching. Assessments 
can provide critical information on the ways in which various visual impairments can 
affect learning and the need for instructional adaptations. Many students with visual 
impairments have the same educational goals as other pupils and can often be suc-
cessfully included in the general education classroom. Their educational assessments, 
however, are often adapted for accessibility via larger print, Braille, oral presentation, or 
in some instances omission of items that test visual skills. The evaluation must measure 
the skills of the student using the accommodations with which the student is familiar 
so that the results will paint a true picture of academic functioning level.

Students who have a visual impairment also have unique educational needs and 
should be evaluated in these areas to determine the appropriate educational placement 
and program. According to the American Foundation for the Blind (2016c), formal 
assessments used to determine strategies and needs in particular areas of instruction 
may include the following:

Grade 1 Braille: A beginning level of 
Braille in which a word is spelled out 
with a Braille letter corresponding to 
each printed letter.

Grade 2 Braille: A more complex level 
of Braille in which contractions are used 
to represent parts of words or whole 
words.

  FIGURE 13.5  Braille Card

Braille Alphabet and Numbers
Used by the Blind

Close your eyes and read this with your fingers.

 The Braille system is comprised of signs formed by the use of all
the possible combinations of 6 dots numbered and arranged thus:

 Letters are capitalized by prefixing dot 6. The first ten letters
preceded by the number sign represent numbers. Punctuation
marks are formed in the lower part of the cell.
 In addition to ordinary print the Braille system provides for the
writing of foreign languages, musical scores, mathematical and
chemical notations, and other technical matter.
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